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After an informative trial of Zoom Online worship services during Advent we have decided to continue doing
live online Zoom worship each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. This approach allows each of us to see one
another before and after the services, and to have a "live" feeling to our worship services. Not everything
always works perfectly, but that's similar to our in person services too.
We invite you to join us each Sunday morning at 10:00 a.m. using the link that can be found at our website at
lakeavebaptist.org. There you will find both the Zoom link and the Meeting ID and Passcode. We encourage
you to join us!
After the service we will be having a virtual Coffee time where we break you into random groups and you get to
reconnect with one another. It's been a lot of a fun and the feedback has been wonderful. Please plan to join
us each Sunday.
If, however, you are unable to be part of these live services we are posting our services on the website Sunday
afternoons (depending on how long it takes to upload the services). We will also be keeping these services on
our website under "Online Worship."
A new feature of note is that we have activated (again) our YouTube page. You
are invited to search for Lake Avenue Baptist Church Rochester and you'll see
our logo (to the right) and we have our videos posted there. We hope to start
using that site to post other videos of interest, so click subscribe and you'll be
notified when new videos are posted.
It's a technological world, and until we are able to get back together physically, we
hope to maximize these opportunities to help stay connected. Please join us!

YOUR PASTOR'S ARTICLE
Happy New Year!
It feels like just yesterday that I was preparing my Pastor’s Article for last year’s January
Newsletter. In fact, I decided to look back over that article just to see what I focused on. I
read it closely, and was shocked to see that there was not even one mention of Covid-19.
I say that it jest, but the point I am trying to make is that what became one of the biggest
events of 2020 was not even on my radar just three short months before it made its debut
on our shores. It wasn’t even in my thinking for the year that has just come to an end.
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In churches we can plan, and we like to do that. We like to lay out what we think the year will hold. We do our
best to strategize what we will do over the next 12 months, how we will engage people in the tasks ahead, and
how we will budget for those ministry opportunities. While this is not a bad approach, and one that I have been
doing since the start of my pastoral ministry, if 2020 has taught us anything it is that at least within the life of
the church, sometimes things are entirely out of our control. Sometimes things happen that we just don’t
anticipate, and all we can do is react. We can, in essence, “roll with the punches.”
During the year that has just come to an end I think that we have learned a lot about ourselves as people and
as a church community. I can only speak for myself, of course, but I have learned that I am more flexible in
ministry than I ever thought possible. As a church, I think we have learned a lot about what it means to be the
church in the middle of very difficult times. We have learned what it means to stay together and to support one
another and to attend to our calling to be the church in community and in the community at large in the midst of
a pandemic. I think we are strengthened as a church and that, when we are able to be back together, while we
will have some rebuilding to do (as all churches will have to do as they adjust back into a more “normal” form of
meeting), we will find ourselves even stronger than we were before.
2020 was a challenging year in our lives as individuals an in the life of the church. While we could not have
predicted it, and I certainly did not anticipate it being as it was, what I see as I look forward is a church that is
much more willing to respond to the challenges that we face. Whether it be a pandemic, a challenging political
situation, racial strife, or social unrest, we will face whatever comes our way together. We will seek to not only
respond to the realities of the day with perseverance and faith, but to do so in community and as a family of
God.
I don’t know what 2021 will hold. What I know is that whatever comes our way I look forward to facing it with
you all as my LABC family and friends.
May you have a blessed New Year and may we, together, have a safe and happy and joy-filled 2021.

LABC Church Family,
As we come to the end of 2020 and move into 2021, your church council is in the process of finalizing a church
budget that we will pass on to you for your consideration in late January (via a Zoom congregational meeting).
Part of that process of budgeting is to be able to estimate (roughly of course) the income that we anticipate
through pledges for the coming year.
For those of you who have already completed a pledge of support, thank you very much. If you have not
completed one, we ask you, prayerfully, to considering completing this important step. This allows your church
council to make the most informed decisions in our planning process.
We ask that you take this time of year to reflect on what you can do to express your faith in living out the Good
News of God’s kingdom amongst us. This is a reminder to please let the church know of your pledge by
submitting your pledge card or fill out the form below and send it to the church.
We each have different motivations and capacities for giving, and every gift and pledge is gratefully received.
Our one hope is that your support for our ministries comes from a profound sense of gratitude and joy for all
you receive through your relationship with God and the members and ministries of our church.
Thank you for your support and prayers during this season.
Peace,
Mike Donatucci
Chair, Resource and Support
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LAKE AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH FINANCIAL COMMITMENT 72 Ambrose St Rochester, NY 14608
Date: _____________________
Name(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________City: _________________State:______ Zip: __________
Phone(s): ______________________________________________________________________________
Email: _____________________________________________________
In gratitude to God, I/we pledge the following for the year 2021:
Signed: ____________________________________________________
$__________________________________ per ______ Week ______ Month ______ Year
Please print this pledge card and return via mail to the church office. If you wish, and have the ability to do so,
you are welcome to email it to lakeavefinancial@gmail.com

“And do not forget to do good and to share with others for with such sacrifices God is pleased.”
(Heb 13:16)

OUR AMERICAN BAPTIST HERITAGE
From Historian Garth Brokaw
Benjamin Randall (1749-1808)
Benjamin Randall was originally a sailmaker and tailor who as a young man
experienced a call to preach. He enjoyed great success in the hill country of New
Hampshire, although the official Baptist and Congregationalist leaders denounced his
unlearned and simplistic faith. Randall became the minister of the New Durham church
in 1778 and won a reputation as a preacher. Two years later, Randall and some friends
organized the Freewill Baptist Connexion based on the simple themes, "free grace, free
will, and free communion." Soon Randall's preachers had penetrated the frontier of
New York, Canada, and the Great Lakes, everywhere proclaiming a gospel liberated
from the shackles of predestination and restrictive fellowship. Ultimately, Randall's
views were widely accepted and the Freewills joined the Northern Baptists in 1911.

KEN'S KORNER: MUSINGS OF YOUR OFFICE MANAGER
In case you are wondering, the picture to the left is that of my dog Lilly looking intently
down a storm drain pipe. She smelled something on the outside which caused her to
stop in her tracks and stare intently into the drain. What is it she is looking for and
what does she want that is down in the drain? Is it a squirrel? a rabbit? a coyote? (I
hope not.), a skunk (I really hope not.) After several minutes of staring and sniffing,
she once again continued to lead me on our walk.
We are not unlike Lilly when it comes to a New Year. Aren't we all looking for
something or wanting something? I can be pretty sure that the majority of us are
looking for an end to this horrific pandemic, and hope we can get the vaccine in early
2021.
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But, is there something special you are looking forward to or resolving to do this New Year? When the New Year
arrives I invariably make some-kind of resolution. I can't tell you how many times I resolved that this would be
the year that I develop 6-pack abs by working out at a gym and would strengthen my arm muscles so that I could
carry two bags of groceries to the car instead of one! Most likely some of you are planning to try to lose weight.
Of course obtaining these goals takes a lot of dedication and real commitment as well as changing your diet and
exercising regularly. But, even though I start out gang busters I invariably begin to slack off and end up going
back to my old habits. I guess, realistically, developing 6-pack abs at the age of 71 would indeed be worthy of a
submission to Sports Illustrated.
Other things I want to do during the New Year and have tried in the past is to become as organized as Pastor
Michael. Although I realize this is entirely impossible, I keep hoping maybe to achieve 75% of his organizational
skills. But, generally, despite the effort, I still end up in the 10% range.
I guess when we speak about what we want, what we are looking for or what we resolve to do, in each New
Year, we should be realistic. We should look at the things we truly can achieve and which really matter. Maybe
we can work on becoming a kinder and gentler person. Maybe we can rid ourselves of the anger we feel toward
someone who may have wronged us in the past and actually forgive them. Believe me, forgiveness truly removes
the weight of anger. Also, maybe we should swallow our pride and ask for forgiveness from someone we have
wronged. I am trying to do this with someone who I made very unhappy a couple of years ago, but it is still difficult
for me to do it. This year I will really make an effort to do this.
Maybe this is the year that we should try to be more generous with our good fortune and share our talents
regularly with others. Also, it could be the year that we become more loving and accepting of those who are
different from us. Let us also try to get to know God better and to see the beauty in this wonderful world he has
given us to take care of. Let us do what we can to reverse the damage already done to our environment.
When we can, we should look for a special peaceful place where we can converse or pray to God directly without
the distractions of daily life. My walks with Lilly around the woods and fields near my house are my special time
to get to know God better and to appreciate the beauty of the earth God gave us.
This New Year, 2021, let us not become like Lilly looking into a dark storm drain and unable to obtain what is in
there. I suggest that we seek that which is truly obtainable, and forget about trying to obtain the unobtainable. I
have decided to leave the six-pack abs to the young who really can achieve it and to pray to God to determine
what God really wants of me for 2021 and beyond.
May God bless you all. May you all have a safe and healthy New Year and may you find what you're looking for.
Ken
PS: One last resolution we should all make is to still follow the necessary precautions of social distancing and
wearing masks to protect ourselves and others until the majority of us have received the Covid 19 vaccine.

BETTER

A New 2021 Series

We will be starting off our adult education for the New
Year with the ever popular class “Getting to Know You…. Better.” Tom Argust
will again be leading the Zoom sessions and has lined up a series of very
interesting LABC members to interview.
The sessions will be held on five consecutive Sundays starting January 10 at
11:30am for one hour each. Here is the list of persons we will be learning more
about as they recount their life story with Tom and us all.
January 10 - Lois Brooks: one of the eldest members of our church.
January 17 - Rex White: a retired State Police officer.
January 24 - Liz Ewell: a former Moderator, active volunteer with immigrants and fluent in sign language.
4

January 31 - Ken Setera: so, you think you know Ken? Bet you don’t!
February 7 - Don Lee: a man with fascinating interests and talents.
Please plan on joining us for all five Sundays starting on January 10, 11:30am on Zoom. (Links posted @
lakeavebaptist.org)

ASSOCIATION OF WELCOMING AND AFFIRMING BAPTISTS ANNOUNCEMENT
Dear AWAB Friends:
On Wednesday evening, January 6, 2021, The Association of Welcoming and
Affirming Baptists will host a worship service via Zoom in commemoration of the
25th Anniversary of the disfellowshipping of five faithful American Baptist
congregations by their regions for their membership in AWAB.
The service of song, prayer, and testimony will lift up the pain of these actions,
their ongoing significance, and the hope their memory calls forth.
The service will begin at 5:30 Pacific/6:30 Mountain/7:30 Central/8:30 Eastern.
Zoom details for this gathering are below:
Topic: Association of Welcoming and Affirming Baptists - "Ours the Journey" Service of Worship
Time: Jan 6, 2021 05:30 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada)
Join Zoom Meeting https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8599095914?pwd=ZTJMcFBqZVA5WFZYZlhKVEcxektjUT09
Meeting ID: 859 909 5914, Passcode: 192833
Dial by your location: +1 646 558 8656 US (New York), Meeting ID: 859 909 5914, Passcode: 192833
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/kduAlG7nQl

OUR CHURCH FAMILY
●We keep Tim Rollins in our prayers as he mourns the passing of his mother. A viewing will be held at
Newcomer Funeral Home at 2636 Ridgeway Ave. from 10:00 am to 1:00 pm on Tuesday, January 5.
●We keep Sue McMeekin-Davis in our prayers as she mourns the passing of a very dear friend.

NEWS AND EVENTS IN THE LARGER COMMUNITY
●PROJECT DRAWDOWN WEBINAR, TUESDAY, JANUARY 26, 2021, 7:00 P.M.
EASTERN / 4:00 P.M. PACIFIC. Join Rev. Erica Saunders from Peace Community
Church, Oberlin, OH, and Pat Wartinger of Pachamama Alliance for a time of
reflecting and learning concrete ways to care for creation. Project Drawdown
explores the top 100 available ways that, by working together in community, we
can begin to reverse global warming.
●PROJECT IMPACT STORY: AMOS HEALTH AND HOPE
Over the past year, thanks to your generosity in support of White Cross projects, IM Global Servants Dr. Laura
and Dr. David Parajón's ministry through AMOS Health and Hope provided 47,153 total prescriptions for
medicines and medical supplies to 23 rural communities in 4 regions of Nicaragua. Even as the COVID-19
pandemic further compounded issues around health care access, you have helped equip AMOS health
promoters to save the lives of community members vulnerable to common diseases, particularly children under
5 years old.
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AMOS offered 2,862 community clinic consultations this year to children under 5 in rural communities. To
help reduce child mortality and malnutrition in rural communities, AMOS is training health promoters to
recognize the signs of danger in infants and young children, to prescribe essential medications correctly, and
to refer patients to a health center as needed.
For many living in rural and marginalized communities, access to specialized medical care can be limited
and cost prohibitive. In the last year, AMOS facilitated access to specialized medicines, laboratory tests,
ultrasounds, and other services for 166 patients in need through the Patient Care Program.
You can read more about AMOS Health and Hope by typing this into your browser. This project is led by
Global Servants Drs. David and Laura Parajón.

A TALE OF TWO CITIES:
REDLINING & RACIST POLICIES IN ROCHESTER NY
EVENT INFORMATION Learn from local experts about the history of segregation in Rochester,

New York and the enduring impact of racist policies like redlining. This event is free.
ABOUT THIS EVENT : To advance racial justice, we must understand our past. Join local experts

Simeon Banister, Vice President of Community Programs at the Rochester Area Community
Foundation, and Shane Wiegand, Educator and Researcher, to learn about the history of segregation
in Rochester and the enduring impact of racist policies like redlining, racially restrictive covenants,
and exclusionary zoning policies.
Explore solutions that can lead to a more equitable and vibrant community.
Stay for an extended Q&A from 6:00 - 6:30 pm immediately following the event.
This event is a collaboration of the Levine Center to End Hate at the Jewish Federation of Greater
Rochester and TEDxRochester
Date and Time: Wed, January 20, 2021, 5:00 PM – 6:00 PM EST
Organizer TEDxRochester Organizer of A Tale of Two Cities: Redlining & Racist Policies in Rochester NY

FROM YOUR CHURCH HISTORIAN, GARTH BROKAW
Baptists have long been involved in political life. From the commitment to include religious liberty in
the U. S. Constitution to local issues, pastors have offered their views on the issues and people on
the ballot. The items which appear on the next two pages show addresses before legislators and
political groups as well as newspaper clippings.
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to the American Baptist Historical Society.
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